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The evidence

New

to mystery
desert man

An academic says the

huge carving in the
South Australian
jesert is culturally
ACCUrate. writes

Penelope Debelle

tnthropologists bn W«
srpulng  aver
ruthenticity of the
Mosorwny ma the M

may be mory acouanie than was

first believed

A posatble source of the drawing "

has also beoen idendfled by

nunymons South Australlan aca
sienilar
photagraphs tn journals of the
Hoyal Soclety of Southh Australlis

frmibe who discovered

from the early 1900

The Ngurvw looks 1o have boen an
of the body of = man
phaovtographod in the distinotive
throwing smance dopleiod ln the
hoad of
another man weasring « hewiband

rm algast

the descrt deawing and th

and chignon

The Marree Man, gouged out of
platean
S0 kilometres outside of the town
Oodnadatin
ruch x the warld's largest known
art work bt e suthorship Is

wd saoll on & resaae

of Marroe on the

anknown

1t s wbout fowr KMicenetres Jong
sl Its scale is so vast It has 1o be
appreciaced from the alr

The crestors meticalously and
socretly

surveyed the man's
suterg « amtellite bDased gk\-
positioning system  Lhen
prioughed the O ® Into e earth
where It was dismovered by wecid
fent Jast July. NSO orime was oo

1 SATURDAY 17 OCTOBER 1998

suggests Marree Man was created by people with

clues ‘ |

twdtted  und police tnvestigations
have been dropped Lot intessss
curioesity remalns about who did e
s whny

‘AL beant DD pwr cent of the
peaple whe stay here st saome
potnt in our convessation will
menton the Masree Man and ask o

QUEstion ar Two,” says BMs Susan
McGuire. proprirtor of the Marvee
Hotel

who made the dra

- R e e e el
Detalled information sent to Ths \

A dispruates the judgment by
South Avscralian Museourm antheo
pologist, De Philip Jones, that the
figure wan “cartoon-lke” and
cultarally incarrect It also chal
wpges Uiy Jones concention that
Oy e was hobdlng = boomer
ang whose shupe could not be
clearly soen

an

oparn | etler wrllten
Ly & Sowuth Ausculian anthropol
opist — mod 8 member of an
scademic coentrunity sull scarved
by Binter divisd 2 over who sald
what during the Hindmarsh Island
bridge affale — says this s the
strongest chae yet 10 who did I
Considering the stee of the
object, many decalls are astonish
Ingly accurate, h as the perfoct
posture of te non-theowing haad
In standard Abodgioal Uwowiog
techy the peorfect placemeont
of che nitiation scus and the
excellent represe lom of the
Balr thew.” the leiter suld
The writer cond ludes this level of
knowledge polnts elther 0 Abor
Jgines thetselven, or more likely,
1o those fumilinr with detalls of
desert Aboriginal eulture, “eg my
own anthropuloyical commuity™.

Marvres Man who Intended making
@ tourist ican for this Isolaled part
of South Australia heve largely
achieved thelr purpose.
Contract pilot Msr Mark Koster
e s still vislbie
Ithough its Lisve heas Blendod b
more with the surrounding land,
However, It has bro more
people 10 3 past of Austr rich in

expert knowledge of Aborigines
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MARREE MAN GOES VIRAL

- 1998 TWO ABORIGINAL GROUPS AT LOGGERHEADS OVER NATIVE TITLE RIGHTS

LOCAL ABORIGINAL GROUP LODGE AN OFFICIAL COMPLAINT

THE ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS MINISTER GOES LOOKING FOR THE CULPRITS

ONE MONTH LATER POLICE FIND NO EVIDENCE OF CRIMINAL DAMAGE

2003 THE MARREE MAN IS EXCLUDED FROM THE NATIONAL HERITAGE REGISTER

2012 NATIVE TITLE IS GRANTED TO THE ARABANA ABORIGINAL CORPORATIO



MARREE MAN GOES VIRAL

2013 SA GOVERNMENT ESTIMATE RESTORATION WOULD COST $348,000

AUGUST 2016 MARREE MAN RESTORED BY ‘LOCALS" FOR $6,400
- NOVEMBER 2016 WARRANTS SERVED ON ADELAIDE ADVERTISER
- WARRANTS ALSO SERVED ON TWO SA PUBLICANS

- LENGTHY INVESTIGATION BY DEWNR COULD RESULT IN FINES UP TO $100,000

- 15" JUNE 2017 FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WANTS ‘MARREE MAN’ REGISTERED AS “AA4
OF SIGNIFICANCE”

- LAST WEEK, FOLLOWING A CHANGE IN GOVERNMENT - INVESTIGATION CONCLUDED
AND NO CHARGES TO BE LAID
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Image of the original
promotional I-Shirt, 1998

The only one known to
exist.



.m“ 13 "F'-‘“*\‘g

| B Sy







2012, NATIVE NILE GRANIED 1O THE ARABANA
ABORIGINAL CORPORATION

NEW INITIATIVES TO GROW THE REGION ARE SOUGHT

- CONCEPT OF ‘MARREE MAN" RESTORATION RAISED

- BOARD APPOINTS TWO LOCAL BUSINESSMEN TO /
INVESTIGATE RESTORATION OPTIONS
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02 March 2016 — mysterious
file turns up.

Source not revealed but
the detail incredible.

Inspired with this new

‘intelligence’, the site
visited to confirm
accuracy.

File supplied in MGA94 253 in
DXF format.




- FILE CLEANED UP AND ATTRIBUTED TO CAD
- FIRST SITE VISIT WITH A TRIMBLE R8 GN

- THE POINT MARKED TO BE THE CENTRE OF THE
GEOGLYPH TURNED OUT TO BE HIS LEFT TESTICAL



FINAL DETAILS — ARABANA BOARD MEENNG, 2016
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A BASE STATION WAS SET UP. THE ORIGINAL
OUTLINE MARKED WITH BAMBOO NURSERY
STAKES — PEGGED ON TH NES INSIDE'AND
OUTSIDE WITH THE GROUND RIPPED BETWEEN
THEM

- THE SMALLER LINES — CHEST SCARS — WERE /
PEGGED DOWN THE MIDDLE WITH ONE PASS
GOING EITHER SIDE

- THE DIGITISED LINE WORK HAD TO BE ADJUSTED
10M TO FIT



- ON DAY ONE.

THE APPROXIMATE COORDINATES WERE ENTERED
INTO THE BASE WITH THE ROVER ATTACHED TO THE

BUGGY. THE DIGITISATION WAS REMARKABLY
ACCURATE — WITHIN TOOMM



SEINING U BASE CAME ONIHE PLATEAU




SEVERAL OLD BITS OF FLAGGING TAPE '
FOUND BUT NONE ON THE ACTUAL STAKES. WAS

IT USED TO MAKE THE STATION SET UPS?

SOME BUSH POLES OR "WADIS® WERE FOUND TH
SEEMED TO INDICATE THE JOB WAS SET OUT
USING A THEODOLITE AND THE BUSH POLES
FOR FORWARD AND BACK SITES.




SOME MARREE MAN STATISTICS:

HEAD 1O HEEL — 2.65KM ELBOW 10 WADI = 2.46KM

PUBIC HAIR TO PENIS

— 240N PENIS THICKNESS — 66 M
- FINER LINE WIDTHS - TOM - CHEST SCARS - 370M
- CIRCUMFERENCE - outer and inner — 28KM

- GRADE OUTER LINE ONLY - 104KM

- DIESEL - 418LTR - GRADER TIME - 72HRS
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RESTORATION STARTS, AUGUST 2016

PIC COURTESY CHANNEL 10

ENVIRONMENTALLY CERTIFIED GRADER
OPERATOR

WINDROWS GRADED TO CATCH SURFACE
WATER. MINIMISES EROSION AND PROMOTES
REVEGITATION

NO NEW GROUND DISTURBED — RESTORATION
TO ORIGINAL WORK ONLY

2M GAPS BETWEEN EACH PASS MAXIMISES
REVEGITATION
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HARDEST PARTT OF THE RESTORATIONY

- THE RESEARCH AND SET UP TO BE TRUE TO THE
ORIGINAL ARTIST'S WORK

- 3 FULL DAYS TO DO THE GENITALS — A DAY TO

MARK OUT, TWO DAYS WALKING WITH THE /
GRADER - COMPLEX AND DETAILED.



ITHE TOURISMIAND ECONOMIC PERSPECITIVE:

SA NOW HAS A I\)J\J\J I_.KM SUSTAINABLE
PRODUCT | R

- AN ANSWER TO "NO WATER IN THE LAKE’

- $S17M INJECTION INTO THE LOCAL
ECONOMY

- REVENUE AND EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES FOR ARABANA






November 20, 2016




SO WHO DID 11" AND WIH Y7

- SUSPECT PART OF A PLAN TO ‘CLAIM’ - BRAND
THE LAND?

- ABORIGINAL MOST LIKELY TO GAIN = POLITICS
WITHIN ARABANA - COMPLEX /
- WHY NOT AN ARABANA HUNTER?

NEED TO LOOK AT THE INDIGENOUS ANCESTRY



ACKNOWLEDGEMENIS:

THE ARABANA ABORIGINAL CORPORATION

THE EXTRAORDINARY EFFORTS OF T
‘MAGNIFICENT 7°

- THE SURVEY TEAM - KNOWLEDGE, SCIENCE /
AND ADVENTURE

- THE ADELAIDE ADVERTISER AND OTHER MEDIA



ITHE PARTING SHOI

NITALS'F ETAE SURVEY DATA FILE PRE=
DATES MARREE MAN DISCOVER)

- THE ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT HAS
INFORMATION “LOCKED IN A SAFE NEVER TO
SEE THE LIGHT OF DAY ”. WHY?

- INVESTIGATION OVER BUT THE MYSTERY O
WHO DID IT ORIGINALLY CONTINUES.
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