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 MARREE..     

OODNADATTA TRACK.. 
- ON THE OODNADATTA 

TRACK 
 

- 68KM NORTH WEST OF 

MARREE 

 
- RESTS ON A PLATEAU ON 

FINNISS SPRINGS STATION 

 

- ON SOUTHERN SHORE OF KATI 
THANDA-LAKE EYRE SOUTH 

 

- 7 HOURS NORTH OF ADELAIDE 

   WHERE IS IT? 





 

 

MARREE MAN GOES VIRAL 
 

- 1998 TWO ABORIGINAL GROUPS AT LOGGERHEADS OVER NATIVE TITLE RIGHTS 

 

- LOCAL ABORIGINAL GROUP LODGE AN OFFICIAL COMPLAINT 

 

- THE ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS MINISTER GOES LOOKING FOR THE CULPRITS 

 

- ONE MONTH LATER POLICE FIND NO EVIDENCE OF CRIMINAL DAMAGE 

 

- 2003 THE MARREE MAN IS EXCLUDED FROM THE NATIONAL HERITAGE REGISTER 

 
- 2012 NATIVE TITLE IS GRANTED TO THE ARABANA ABORIGINAL CORPORATION 

 

 

 



 

MARREE MAN GOES VIRAL 
 

- 2013 SA GOVERNMENT ESTIMATE RESTORATION WOULD COST $348,000 
 

- AUGUST 2016 MARREE MAN RESTORED BY ‘LOCALS’ FOR $6,400 

 

- NOVEMBER 2016 WARRANTS SERVED ON ADELAIDE ADVERTISER 

 
- WARRANTS ALSO SERVED ON TWO SA PUBLICANS 

 

- LENGTHY INVESTIGATION BY DEWNR COULD RESULT IN FINES UP TO $100,000 

 

- 15th JUNE 2017 FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WANTS ‘MARREE MAN’ REGISTERED AS “A PLACE 
OF SIGNIFICANCE” 

 

- LAST WEEK, FOLLOWING A CHANGE IN GOVERNMENT – INVESTIGATION CONCLUDED 

AND NO CHARGES TO BE LAID 
 

 



SOON AFTER DISCOVERY.. 

THE GENITALS DISAPPEAR 

Image courtesy Daily Mail 



 

 

 

Image of the original 

promotional T-Shirt, 1998 

 

The only one known to 

exist. 



1998 (PRE GENITAL SCRUBBING) PRE AUGUST 2016 



NATURE FOUNDATION SA AND  

ARABANA, SURVEY MARREE MAN REGION 



- 2012, NATIVE TITLE GRANTED TO THE ARABANA 

ABORIGINAL CORPORATION 

 

- NEW INITIATIVES TO GROW THE REGION ARE SOUGHT 

 

- CONCEPT OF ‘MARREE MAN’ RESTORATION RAISED 

 

- BOARD APPOINTS TWO LOCAL BUSINESSMEN TO 

INVESTIGATE RESTORATION OPTIONS 



2012 AERIAL SURVEY SEES LITTLE OF THE MARREE MAN 









02 March 2016 – mysterious 

file turns up.   

Source not revealed but 

the detail incredible. 

 

Inspired with this new 

‘intelligence’, the site 

visited to confirm 

accuracy. 

 
File supplied in MGA94 Z53 in      

DXF format. 



- FILE CLEANED UP AND ATTRIBUTED TO CAD 

 

- FIRST SITE VISIT WITH A TRIMBLE R8 GNSS.  

 

- THE POINT MARKED TO BE THE CENTRE OF THE 

GEOGLYPH TURNED OUT TO BE HIS LEFT TESTICAL 



FINAL DETAILS – ARABANA BOARD MEETING, 2016 

THREE IMPORTANT DECISIONS MADE: 

-  TREAT IT LIKE A WORK OF ART 

- REMOVE THE HEAD BAND (AND TOPKNOT) 

- PUT THE GENITALS BACK IN 



- A BASE STATION WAS SET UP.  THE ORIGINAL 

OUTLINE MARKED WITH BAMBOO NURSERY 

STAKES – PEGGED ON THE LINES INSIDE AND 

OUTSIDE WITH THE GROUND RIPPED BETWEEN 

THEM 

 

- THE SMALLER LINES – CHEST SCARS – WERE 

PEGGED DOWN THE MIDDLE WITH ONE PASS 

GOING EITHER SIDE 

 

- THE DIGITISED LINE WORK HAD TO BE ADJUSTED 

10M TO FIT 



- ON DAY ONE.  

 

THE APPROXIMATE COORDINATES WERE ENTERED 

INTO THE BASE WITH THE ROVER ATTACHED TO THE 

BUGGY.  THE DIGITISATION WAS REMARKABLY 

ACCURATE – WITHIN 100MM 



   SETTING UP BASE CAMP ON THE PLATEAU 



EVIDENCE: 

 

- GREEN BAMBOO NURSERY STAKES WERE USED 

 

- SEVERAL OLD BITS OF FLAGGING TAPE WERE 

FOUND BUT NONE ON THE ACTUAL STAKES. WAS 

IT USED TO MAKE THE STATION SET UPS? 

 

- SOME BUSH POLES OR ‘WADIS’ WERE FOUND THAT 

SEEMED TO INDICATE THE JOB WAS SET OUT 

USING A THEODOLITE AND THE BUSH POLES USED 

FOR FORWARD AND BACK SITES.  



    SOME MARREE MAN STATISTICS: 

 
- HEAD TO HEEL – 2.65KM             -    ELBOW TO WADI – 2.46KM 

 

- PUBIC HAIR TO PENIS – 240M     -    PENIS THICKNESS – 66M 

 

- FINER LINE WIDTHS – 10M            -    CHEST SCARS – 370M 

 

- CIRCUMFERENCE – outer and inner – 28KM 

 

- GRADE OUTER LINE ONLY – 104KM 

 

- DIESEL – 418LTR    -    GRADER TIME – 72HRS 



SURVEY       

POST 



VEHICLE 

SPOTTED 



SURVEY 

BUGGY 



GPS INSTALLATION 



RESTORATION STARTS, AUGUST 2016 
PIC COURTESY CHANNEL 10 

• ENVIRONMENTALLY CERTIFIED GRADER 

OPERATOR 

 

• WINDROWS GRADED TO CATCH SURFACE 

WATER. MINIMISES EROSION AND PROMOTES 

REVEGITATION 

 

• NO NEW GROUND DISTURBED – RESTORATION 

TO ORIGINAL WORK ONLY 

 

• 2M GAPS BETWEEN EACH PASS MAXIMISES 

REVEGITATION 





TOES OF RIGHT FOOT 



LEFT FOOT, DETAIL 



TOP OF HEAD LOOKING TOWARDS THE FEET 

 
NB: NO HEADBAND! 



MARREE MAN TAKES SHAPE AT 2,500FT 



MARREE MAN – OCTOBER 2017 FROM 4,000FT 



HARDEST PART OF THE RESTORATION? 

 

- THE RESEARCH AND SET UP TO BE TRUE TO THE 

ORIGINAL ARTIST’S WORK 

 

- 3 FULL DAYS TO DO THE GENITALS – A DAY TO 

MARK OUT, TWO DAYS WALKING WITH THE 

GRADER – COMPLEX AND DETAILED. 



THE TOURISM AND ECONOMIC PERSPECTIVE: 

 

- SA NOW HAS A LONG TERM SUSTAINABLE 

PRODUCT IN THE DESERT 

 

- AN ANSWER TO ‘NO WATER IN THE LAKE’ 

 

- $17M INJECTION INTO THE LOCAL 

ECONOMY 

 

- REVENUE AND EMPLOYMENT 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ARABANA 
 







SO WHO DID IT AND WHY? 

 

-  SUSPECT PART OF A PLAN TO ‘CLAIM’ – BRAND 

THE LAND? 

 

-  ABORIGINAL MOST LIKELY TO GAIN – POLITICS 

WITHIN ARABANA – COMPLEX 

 

- WHY NOT AN ARABANA HUNTER?  

NEED TO LOOK AT THE INDIGENOUS ANCESTRY  
 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: 

 

- THE ARABANA ABORIGINAL CORPORATION 

 

- THE EXTRAORDINARY EFFORTS OF THE 

‘MAGNIFICENT 7’ 

 

- THE SURVEY TEAM – KNOWLEDGE, SCIENCE 

AND ADVENTURE 

 

- THE ADELAIDE ADVERTISER AND OTHER MEDIA 
 



THE PARTING SHOT 

 

- GENITALS PROVE THE SURVEY DATA FILE PRE-

DATES MARREE MAN DISCOVERY  

 

- THE ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT HAS 

INFORMATION “LOCKED IN A SAFE NEVER TO 

SEE THE LIGHT OF DAY”. WHY? 

 

- INVESTIGATION OVER BUT THE MYSTERY OF 

WHO DID IT ORIGINALLY CONTINUES. 
 

 



THANKYOU 

PHIL TURNER 

APRIL 2018 


