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2015 fire season – worst in almost 20 

years due to el Nino 

coupled with anthropogenic 

Factors 

 

Sending over 500,000 people seeking 

for medical assistance 

 

World Bank predicted total economic 

loss of 16 Billion USD 

Fires Episode 2015 



Intensified forest 

clearing in SE Asia 

Peninsular over the 

past 15 years 
Source: www.globalforestwatch.org 



Deforestation and tree biomass loss in Central Cambodia 



Timber harvesting in Central Cambodia 



CHALLENGES AND CURRENT 
SITUATION 

POPULATION 

GROWTH 

INCREASING 

DEMAND FOR 

NATURAL 

RESOURCES-

BASED PRODUCTS 

MORE LAND 

NEEDED FOR 

AGRICULTURE 

INCREASING 

DEFORESTATION & 

CARBON 

EMISSIONS 

UNSUSTAINABLE 

LAND USE PLANNING 

LIMITED, INACCURATE, 

OUTDATED SPATIAL 

DATA 

LACK OF LAW 

ENFORCEMENT 















Resource Watch will be open source 



…so its technology, data, & user community can be 
leveraged by others 



Catalyzing Civic Engagement 



Drowning in data 



Finding a signal in the noise 



E. O. WILSON 

“We are drowning in information, 

while starving for wisdom. The 

world henceforth will be run by 

synthesizers, people able to put 

together the right information at 

the right time, think critically 

about it, and make important 

choices wisely.” 

FROM CONSILIENCE: THE UNITY OF KNOWLEDGE (1998) 



Thank you! 

 
Contact: arief.wijaya@wri.org 


