
1 

UNITY IN FOOD SECURITY 
 

Capt. Martin A. SEBASTIAN RMN (R)  
Centre Head/Fellow 

Centre for Maritime Security and Diplomacy (CMSD) 
Maritime Institute of Malaysia (MIMA) 

sebastian@mima.gov.my  



2 



OCEANS AND FOOD SECURITY 

• One of the most fundamental services the ocean provides people is the 

provision of seafood. It helps to meet the basic nutritional needs of over 

half of the world’s population. 

 

• Over one billion people rely on fish as a daily source of protein.   

 

• 87% of the world’s wild caught fisheries are fully exploited, overexploited 

or depleted. 

 

• The lost of economic benefits from the fisheries sector are estimated to 

be around US$50 billion annually.. 
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Transforming Our World: The 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development 
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Goals 12 & 14 – Sustainable/Responsible Consumption and 

Governance of the Seas  



UNCLOS 1982 

• Part V (Exclusive Economic Zone) Article 56. Rights, 

jurisdiction and duties of the coastal State in the exclusive 

economic zone which states that;  

• 1. In the Exclusive Economic Zone, the coastal State 

has: 

(a) sovereign rights for the purpose of exploring and exploiting, 

conserving and managing the natural resources, whether living 

or non-living, of the waters superjacent to the seabed and of the 

seabed and its subsoil, and with regard to other activities for the 

economic exploitation and exploration of the zone, such as the 

production of energy from the water, currents and winds; 
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International Commitments to Sustainability  

• RIO + 20 

 - The United Nations Conference on Sustainable 

 Development (UNCSD) 

 

• Agenda 21 

 - Recognized by the international community and embodied 

 in Chapter 17 of Agenda 21, the Johannesburg Plan of 

 Implementation and various decisions taken by the 

 Commission on Sustainable Development 



 

What is at Stake in the SCS 

• The SCS supports significant fisheries resources that are crucial for 

supporting coastal livelihoods, food security, and export trade in its 

bordering countries. 

 

• Although the SCS covers only 2.5 percent of the Earth’s surface, it is 

home to some of the world’s richest reef systems and over 3,000 fish 

species, comprising about 12 percent of the total global fish catch.  

 

• Since 2008 virtually all fisheries are in serious decline.  

 

• Roughly 25% have collapsed entirely, 25% are seriously over-exploited 

and the rest is fully-exploited.  
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South China Sea - Addressing UN SDG 12 & 14 

Depleted Fisheries in South China 

Sea  

Source: STRATFOR  
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Comparison in Consumption 

Source: FAO, Copyright: STRATFOR  



11 

Marine Capture Production 

Source: FAO. 2016. The State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture 2016  



12 World Wildlife Fund One: Planet Perspective  
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UN Agency for Fisheries  

• Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO) – Department of Fisheries and 

Aquaculture 

 - UNCLOS 1982 

 - FAO Compliance Agreement 1993 

 - United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement 1995 

 - FAO Agreement on Port State Measures 2009 

 

• Regional Fisheries Management Organisations and Arrangements 

(RFMO/As)  

- 2009 International Guidelines for the Management of Deep-sea 

Fisheries in the High Seas 

 

• 2011 Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries 

 

• FAO’s Ecosystem Approach to Fishery Management (EAFM)  

 



Binding Legal Instruments 

 

 

 

The 1995 United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement 

 

The 1993 FAO Compliance Agreement  

 

2009 FAO Agreement on Port State 

Measures 

 
 

 

 

 

UNCLOS 



Non-Binding Instruments 

CODE OF CONDUCT FOR RESPONSIBLE FISHERIES 

International Plan’s of  

Action IPOAs 

Seabirds Sharks IUU Fishing 

FAO International 

Guidelines 

Capacity 

FAO Technical 

Guidelines 



South East Asian Fishery Development 

Centre  
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SEAFDEC – Collaborative Partners - International/Regional & National Agencies  



Structure and Partnership 
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Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries Management 

(EAFM) 
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The main purpose of  the EAFM is to plan, develop and manage 
fisheries in a manner that addresses the multiple needs and desires 
of  societies, without jeopardizing the options for future generations 
to benefit from the full range of  goods and services provided by 
marine ecosystems. 
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Unity for Food Security – Towards UN SDG 12 & 14 

(Marine Resource Governance) in the 

South China Sea – A Collective Approach  

• Equal Approaches to Land and Sea Governance 

 

• Law Enforcement measures – Coordinated Patrols – 

Private – Public Partnerships 

 

• NGOs/IGOs, scientists & researchers; and industries to 

come together and govern the marine resources  

 

• Pivotal role play by ASEAN and SEAFDEC 
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Thank You 
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